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cruel Deaths, which the Proteftants fuffered during

that period of their Power; may we not prefume,
that the ferious Confideration of thefe Things will awa-

- ken Proteftant Gentlemen to endeavour to prevent

fuch exceeding great Evils from breaking out again,
by extirpating Popifh Principles out of the Minds of
every young Generation and by early inuring them
to Labour, and fhewing them the happy Fruits of it,
to make them relifh nothing more than than the Sweets
of honeft Induftry.

CHAP 1V,

Containing @ Survey of the New CANAL, in the
Condition it is at prefent.

HEN great Quantities of Coals (fome of which

are equal, perhaps, to any Sea Coal imported

into Dublin) were found in Lands bordering on Lough-
Neagh, it was a natural Benefit thought very worthy
of publick Regard: And accordingly a Plan was laid

_ for bringing this Coal by Sea to Dublin, where the

Confumption of that fort of Fuel is computed to coft
70000/, per Annum. The moft probable Method of
effecting this was concluded to be by cutting a Channel
through the intermediate Grounds between the River
of Newry and the great Lake above named ;
which will effe€tually anfwer not only for the Coal
Trade, but for all other Bufinefs that inland Navigation
can promote through the greateft part of the North,
This noble Undertaking was carried on by Parliament-
ary Encouragement, A9. 3d George II  An Aft paffed
for the Encouragement of Tillage, and the better Em-
ployment of the Poor 5 and alfo for the more effetual put-
ting in Execution an A 1o encourage ths draining of
Bogs and unprofitable low Grounds, &c. By Virtue of
which, and out of the Duties arifing from Coaches,

) Berlins,
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Berlins, Calathes, Chaifes, and Chairs, a3 alfo from
Cards and Dice, and manufactured Gold and Silver
Plate imported into or made in this Kingdom; the
Commiflioners impowered to execute it began the
Canal in 1730, and through many Interruptions carried
iton in this County beyond Monallan, which is almoft
the extreme N. W, Bounds of it, near two Miles North-
ward of Gilford.

~ If a Stranger coafts it Southward to Newry the fol-
lowing Obfervations may occur to him as he paffes.

Fifteen Locks of different Denominations are already Number
fixed, and the belt part of them compleatly finifhed, °f Locks
the whole Extent taking up about 14 Jri/h Miles from Extent of
the loweft Lock Southward of Newry to a little North. Miles.
ward of Truman’s Lock, where the Canal breaks off
from the River Bann near Knock-bridge. It takes a
.pretty equal Courfe between the two Counties of Ar-
magh and Down; but the greateft part of it feems to
pals through the latter,

In cutting a new Channel for carrying on thisWork,

South of the Place where the River Cu/ber falls in, at
Stranmore near Monallen, a Forreft was difcovered, Subterra:
or a great Multitude of fallen Trees of Oak, Afh, neous
Alder, &c. lying for near a Mile in length, under a Timber,
Covering ot Earth in fome Places fix in others eight

Feet deep; many of them of large Bulk, wmbled

down one over another, fome lying in ftrait Lines, and

.others in an oblique or tranfverfe Pofition. -Difcoveries

of this Kind are very frequent in Ireland, and there

are few Bogs in it, but what afford plenty of various

Sorts of Timber buried in them deeper or fhallower in
proportion as the loofe and fpungy Earth lies fo : For all
fuch that we have obferved lic on a Body: of Marle,

Clay or Gravel. It would be vain, with the vulgar
Opinion, to fuppofe, that thefe Trees have lain here

fince the univerfal Deluge 5 for though the Soil of a

Turf Bog hath been remarked for a wonderful Quality of

. preferving Bodies inrire many.Years, by means of the
Bitumen or Sulphur incor;;?{atcd; withits yet it cappot bﬁ

we
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well imagined, that the porous Texture of Timber
cipecially of Birch and Alder, which are frequently
found fo buried, could remain folid and intire, as it often
happens, after a Period of between four and five Thou-
fand Years, If Trees thus found were felled by the
Deluge, they would all lie in one Polition ;5 whereas in
the Inftance before us the contrary appears; none of
them would be found with the Mark of the Ax on
them, or in part burned, as is often the Cafe, We
muft therefore feek for more folid Caufes of thefe fub-
terrancous Woods 3 and they feem to be more than
one. Firlt, Want of Induftry, whbich is the Caufe of
Bogs: For if a great Accefs of Water either from
Springs inwardly, or from Rivers or Streams outward-
ly, be by Lazinefs or Negligence ftopped, this na-
turally caufes a Bog by folftening and E)cofening the
Earth; and that being done in courfe of Time to the
Depth of the Roots, the Trees are left fubject to be
overgurned by the Violence of Storms 3 and this is the
Cafe where Trees are found in Bogs with the Roots
adhering to them. Trees thus falling upon the foft
Surface muft by their own Gravity neceffarily make a
Bed in the yielding Soil; and this again caufes a fur-
ther Stoppage in the Courfe of the Springs and Streams, -
and confequently increafes and fwells the loofe Earth
by a yearly acceffion of Scruff, Mofs, Grafs and Weeds.
Add 1o this Caufe, that the higher Lands being gra-
dually diffolved by repeated Rains, and wafthed down
by Floods, in a long Courfe of Time cover the lower
Grounds with many Layers of Earth; of which the
Writers (g) upon Natural Hiftory have furnifhed us
with feveral undeniable Inftances. This then being
the Cafe, it isnot ftrange to find Trees buried under the
Earth to the Depth of eight, ten, or twelve Feet.
Secondly, Various Colonies from Time to Time. arriving
in this formerly uncultivated and woody Ifland, it is not
unnatural to imagine, that their firft Induftry wasemploy-
ed in making room for Tillage and Pafture by clearing
the Ground of great Forrefts, which were then an In.

cumbrance
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cumbrance to the Country: And this praétice appears
from many Inftances in the Hiltories of the early Times
of this.Kingdom, the Names of which Forrefts redu-
ced to Plains are yet preferved.  Thus; where in Bogs
. we find Trees in part burned, and others with thé
Marks of the Ax on them, we may well imagine
thefe Circumftances to have happened from the Labours
of fome of thofe Colonies, who, being obliged to fight
as well as work, were often repelled by the invaded
Natives, and driven from the Places where they in-
tended to make their Settlements; and Trees being
thus left felled and fcattered over the Face of the
Plain might have caufed the Stoppage of Water before
mentioned, and confequently in time have created a
decp Bog covering the faid Trees to a confiderable
‘Depth, 'We are told of Bogs lately formed in Irelands
particularly that in the Year 1601, when Tirone and
O-Donnel marched to the Relief of Kinfale through
Conaught, (which by Means of the Earl of Clanriccard
continued for the moft part loyal) they laid the Country
walte, and that there is a great Tract of Ground, now
a Bog, which was then plowed Land, and that a Man-
fion Houfe of a Nobleman is to be feen in the midft
ofit, -
To proceed with the Courfe of the Canal. On each Back Wa:
fide of it in feveral Places are back Waters, Brooks or **
Loughs, which may be either admitted into or exclu-
ded from it, as Occafion requires. The Locks are Dimenfi-
15 Feet 6 Inches wide, and 44 Feet long, except three, ;::f, e
which vary a little from thefe Dimenfions ; but they )
are of an unequal Depth, according to the Situation of
the Ground, fome being 12, and others 13 Feet and a
half deep.
Between Pointz’s Pafs and Terybogan a Rivulet from Elen-Me-
a Bog falls into the Canal, called in Irith Ellen- Money, *9 Bog:
or the wonderful Bog, from the Nature of its Current,
that immediately on-its Rifing feparates into two
Branches, which take a Northerly and Southerly
Courfe 3 one Branch running towards Lough-Neagh, all;ld
Ha e
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the other towards Newry. Between thefe Places lies
the higheft Ground of the whole Canal; where by
means of two Locks the Water is forcibly retained
on a Level for near three Miles. Were it not for this
Contrivance, as the Courfe of the Waters incline North
and South, the intermediate Space would be left dry.
Lougb-Shark, Lough-Dian, and Lough-Bricklan lie Eaft
of the Canal almoft oppofite to Aéton, the two former
near the Banks of it, and the latter almoft two Miles
diftant from the ochers. It is faid there is a fubterra-
neous Communication between the three Lakes, by
which means the Water of them all may be applicd to
feed the Canal ; at lealt the Water of Lough-Shark is
intended to be brought into it by a Trunk or other
proper Conveyance, the Canal running nigh the Edge
of it. This Lake covers about 8o Plantation Acres,
and is three Fathom deep, and at the drieft Seafon can
emit a folid Foot of Water. Zough-Dian is of fome-
thing a fmaller Size ; but Lough-Bricklan exceeds the
firlt, as covering ten Acres more. .

The Canal is earried on through various Soils, fuch

ons of the a5 Gravel, blew Clay, Bog, and in fome Places Marle,

Canal.

At Truman’s Lock, which is the remoteflt Lock North-
ward, it is 42 Fect broad, in other Places fomething
Iefs. The whole Courfe of it is extremely pleafant either
to rideor walk on, fome part of it being fitvated among,
fine Lawns, and others interfperfed and enlivened by
Woods and variety of Plantations, among circling
Hills, which form many natural and beautiful Terrafics,
From Monallen, North of Gilford, to Tufecan P;zﬁ about
three Miles from Newry feveral -agreeable Profpeéts of
Wood and Water prefent themfelves, with fome fcat-
tering Houfes, pretty Improvements, fmall Villages,
and the lictle Town of Afon, South of George’s Ifland
in full View. From Tufcan Pafs to Newry it is not fo
pleafing tothe Eye, the Country thereabouts being more
open, naked, and unimproved; yet the folid ‘broad
Banks to take the Air on, and the Exuberance of Wa-

ter
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ter here, make fome compenfation for the Abfenfe of
other natural Beauties.

The River Cufber falls into the Canal a little North- cuzer
ward of Knock-bridge, near Truman’s Lock, and brings River.
with it a confiderable Quantity of Sand, which in time
may much incumber and choak up the Navigation
between that and Portadown ; to remedy which a new
Cut is intended to be drawn through a red Bog north-
ward of the faid Lock. From the Cufber River to
Newry feveral fmall Streams empty themfelves into
the Canal, which at fome Diltance northward of the
Town is drawn into Newry River for about 400 Yards
in one Place, and 140 in another. When it was
thought neceffary to.forfake this River they fecured it
by Wears, in order to retain a fufficient Quantity of
Water to fupply the Canal. Thefe Wears are fixed in
wooden Frames, and made oppofite to the Place where
they began to cut the Canal again; and thefe two
Places are the only two obfervable Ones where the
Newry Water is-ufeful to the Canal. From thence the
artificial Locks are carried until you pafs the Bridge of
the Town.,

The Locks are faced with a hard gritty Stone con. Form of
veyed by Water from Benburb, in the County of Ap. the Locks.
magh, down the River Black-water to Lough-Neagh,
and fo through a part of that Lake, and from thence
by Portadown into the Canal. They are all boarded
" at the Bottom with Deal Planks two Inches thick,
Some of them next to Newry. are already pitched. to
render them ftanch 3 and the reft intended to be fo
done, The Lock next the.Sea fouth of the Bridge of
Newry is contrived either to receive or fhut out the
Tide as Occafion: may require. That next to. Made-
nebony Bridge, oppofite to Gilford, hasa Level tafill up
of a hundred Yards, and takes near 28 Minutes to fill
©it, fo as to bring the Veffel over the Cill of the Flood-
gate. The next hay about 18 Yards te fill,. and takes
nine Minutesto do it. ‘The third has 2 ILeuel of about
twelve Yards to fill, which i compafied in foven Mi-

. H3 nutes.
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nutes. Each of thefe Locks raifes the Boats about twe
Feet above the natural Level of the Canal as it lies
below the Lock.

Several Breaches have been made in the Canal by
the Winter Floods, where the Soil is loofe or boggy,
which are repaired 3 and the Workmen have been obli-
ged to face the Banks with Lime and Sone. or Sods,
-the better to fortify them againft fuch Accidents,

It is obfervable thatin one of the Locks, where the
greateft Fall of Water is, viz. at Poimz’s Pafs, the
Sluices are not fixed in the Flood Gates, as in the reft,
but in the fide Walls, fome fpace from the Gates, in
order to break the Force of Water falling from too
great a Heigth upon the Heads of .the Boats, as they
pafs; the Water for that Purpofe being difcharged pretty

Bridé:s on near the bottom of the Lock. The Bridges on the

the Canal. Canal confift all of fingle Arches (except that at Scar-
vagh-Pafs, which has two) all neatly finithed, asare alfo
thofe on the back Drains ; and as the Boats pafs through
them they lower their Mafts. Some Openings are
made- in the Banks of the Canal to let out the Water,
if at any time it proves Redundant.  Store-houfes and
Coal Yards are preparing in fit Places near the Banks
of it, particularly at and near Scarvagh, the'-better to
anfwer the Defigns thereof.

In many Places the Canal is carried in a direct Line
for a confiderable Space ; in others it forms feveral
Angles. Two fmalf Vefiels called the Boulter and the
Cope paflfed through it to Newry and fo to Dublly
loaded with Coals in March 1741, The Jatter named
of thefe Veflels has this Matto painted on the Stern,
Vincet Amor Pglrie, _

The Benefit arifing to the Kingdom from the Execu-
tion of this Scheme will be very confiderable, as a
thorough Trade will be carried on by inland Naviga-
tion between Dubliz and the Counties of Armagh, Down,
Axtrim and Tirone, for all kinds of Goods and Manu-
fattures; befides tlat Dublin and all other Parts on
the Eaftern and Southern Coafts will be fupplied with

Firing



[ 119 ]

Firing at a very ealy rate; while other parts can be eafi-
ly ferved from the Collieries at Ballycaftle, where a fafe
Harbour for this purpofe has been made with furprizing
Expedition. Both thefe Collieries will fave a prodigi-
ous Sum of Money yearly to the Nation in the fingle Ar-
ticle of Firing. And this Inland Navigation (which is
intended to be carried on through the Sbhannon and other
Rivers in other parts of the Kingdom by the Benefit of
the fame A&) is executed folely by a Tax upon Luxu-
ry 5 the Duties being only paid by the Rich, who are
well able to fpare them, which again circulates through
the Nation from the Hands of the Artificers and poor
Labourers, great Numbers of whom are employed in
Undertakings of this Nature, One Advantage more
from this Inland Navigation we ought not to pafs over,
which is, that by the broad and deep Channels which
are cut for this end through the moift and low Grounds,
great Quantities of Land will be hereby effectually re-
claimed and recovered to the Nation; the Benefit of
which would otherwife be loft, Add to thefe Benefits
the fixed and reafonable Price, which foreign Coals have
been at in the Winter Seafon, fince this Scheme has had
a Profpect of Succefs, though fmall Quantities only have
been yet imported into Dublin by this new Conveyance,

CHAP V,

Of the Mo v N T A1 NS in this County,

T H E Engli/b Language has two Words to fignify Mouns

_ obfervable Heigths rifing above the level of the tains.

Earth’s Suriace 3 4. e. Hilland Mountain, in the fame

Senfe as the Latins ufe Collis and Mons, and the Grecks

By and *ogos 5 and thefe only are diftinguifhed guoad
majus
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A TRUZ

ACCOUNT

OF T HE

CANAL, &

S IR,

5. 7 OU complain in your iaft Letter, that
¥ the Canal has besn very burthenfome
to the Naticn, that st is more like 2
Drain, to carry thofe Sums, that are levied off
the Nation in general, into one Province, than
a Conveyance of publick Wealth, and that;
inftead of extending from ZLough Nesgh to
Newry, you believe they are carrying it
round the Globe, {o that it is ngver o find

;m'Er.-d,

The Publick Prines have by this Time in-
formed you, that it car now be navigated.
Bet as to the publick Begefit to be expetted
from it, the Skill fhewn in the Exacution,
how it came to be fo long in Hands, and
whom che Nation is £ thank for bringiag it

at

?
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at Jength to 2 Conclufion, are Points, whichr
although I live at a confiderable .Diftance
from it, and have had no Acquaintance with
any of the Undertakers, I am by o Means
igmoraot of, and fhall therefore, -at-your Re-
yﬁ. -give you all the Satisfaltion about
em, that the naked Truth can give.

‘The Publick, if it be not its own Fault,
will certainly receive a great Return for the
Monq’_e:p;nded on this Wark. ‘Thewhole
Sum, a Trifle gxcepted, . has only pafled from
the Rich, who could well fpare it, to the
Poor, who much wanted it, but has been all
the Time confined to, and circulatingthrough
the Nation. It has been fent in {fmall Divi-
decds to the Extremities and Capillaries of
guz 32dy Politick; acd has done it more Good .
than ity simes the Sum, in any other Shape.
S9 jet.what will come of the Canal, we have
ous foney ftill fafe, and in our own Hands.

. Bug pow thac the Canal is navigable, the
Publick Benefir, arifing from it, will un-
doubtedly be. very great.  The Cicy of Dub-
#in, with all the adjacent Towns and Country,
will be fupplied with Firing for, at-leaft,
ofte Third lefs than formerly.. Maay other
Articlesof Provifien, neceffary for fo greac
7 City, will be laid in from the Norts ac
snuch cheaper Rates, than ufual. Thefe,
Sir, are puf:iick Beneiirs ; hecaufe all our
Men) of Fortune and Bufinefs, threughout
the whole Nation, may be [aidt o be all Ci-

B ks § BN
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might have been wifkied. - No.Body, who was
employed before Mr. Gilbert, underfiood any
thing of the Matter.: They fecmed to defign
it for: a- Shew; rather- than',a Canal, 4nd ac-
cordingly as often as Curiofity bréught a Lady
or two to feé.it, to-make the Sighta litle
more. entertaining; < the :Labourers . were: all
taken from the Work, and with the Help of
& Drom and 2- Pair of Colours,” performed a
very ‘awkward and odious Sort of Exercife,
The feveral Blunders: that were made in it,
‘and the affe@ed Delays given to it,: I pafs by
as too tedious for this Occafion ;- but-can not
help taking Notice to you of the . great Da-
mage donc to the Bufinefs, . by. Sseers: the
Exglifeman, becaufe his ill Condu& bears 3
near’ Relation to the prefent State of the

Worke . _
At Aden, the higheft Part of the Cahal,
there was a vifible Deficiency of Water,
To fupply this, a Water-courfé'was rut bya
former Undertaker from the Baxy, a neigh-
bouring River; -to.f(fon, at & gteat Expence.
This Proje&t failed of Suécefsy Near to
Afton there 1s.2: Lake, whigch contains fe-
veral ‘Acresi  Mr. Gilbert 't order vo fupply
the Canal with Water fram: this Lake, pro-
ofed to Mr.- Steers, to fink the. higheft
ﬁ:vcl of the: Canal; where it pafies by this
Lake, five Foot ; by which means the Expence
“of two Locks might have ‘been faved, and by
the help of a Sluice, £ive Foot, n dcpt\l';f of
ater
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Water might have been drawn from the Lake
into the Canal, which by an ingenious Calcu-
lation of Mr. Go#bert’s was demonftrated to
be fufficient in Seafons of the greateft -Scarci:{;
This Sreers vehcméhtlj_oppo{gcd, and for aug

I know, the whole Work had mifcarryed, had
not Gilbert effeCted it 1n his abfence.

Tho’ Steers knew no more of the Bufinefs
than -how to build a Lock, which- any com-
mon Carpenter, who had feen one built, cou’d
have done a8 well as he, yeteven inthat' he
failed miferably:. e built his Locks 60 Foot
in length and 1§ in width ; whercas-had they
been made - 18 - Foot: wide, a fert of Ships
might ‘have been built fo near the juft Pro-
portion, that they might have failed from the

‘it to Dublin, by which the Expence of tran-
thiping by the Way had been faved; and
thofe Veflels had carryed more than twice the
Busthen of thofe bult for the: prefent Locks.
Thss_Blunder i‘s;m{ﬂg«bg temedied, without
rebuilding all the Locks, nor w& Giibert
have helped . witély he had rebuile fix-of
them, which Steers, gnhiappily for theNation,
fiayed to finifh, and rebwml¢ them too at his
own Peril ; whichi be- durft: noe do, for ke,
Poor'Man; is but an Irifbman. |

Tho’ Steers was fent for over to build the
Locks, yet he buile but’ five of them, and
Gi/bere the-other-ten, and thofe vaftly better,
at Tefs EIE:nm Befides, what Mr. Gilbere
can never- be too much beloved for by us alt,
he pufhed the Work wirh fuch unwearied

' dili-
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diligence: and vigour that fix of the Locks
were finithed in one Year under his Diretion,
which plainly fhews to the wholeNation, that
asthereare but 15 in all, he had finithed the
whole Canal in three Years, had ic been put
wholly under his Dire@ion. This. is the Con-
duft of an Honelt Man, and very unlike the
behayiour.of thofe, who being employed by
their Country in Works of this Nature, I-?ro-
tralt them all they can, and make the Pub-
lick Burthen intolerable, on purpofe, to leng-
then out their own private Gain.

I amafraid this was but too much the Cafe
with our Canal. Sometimes the want of Money,
fometimes the unfavourablenefs of the Seafons,
fometimes the unexpefted difficulry of the
Work, were blamed for the flownefs with
which it proceeded. There is however but
too much reafon to fufpe&, that the great Sala-
ry’s alowed to :the firft -Undertakers, who
being lictle gcquainted. with the Bufinefs,
committed it g0 Underlings as ignorang as
themfelves, wire the chief Caafe of it’s delay.
The chief Managers were willing to pro-
tra& an Employment that was fo%;ncﬁcja).
And their, Subftitutes, thro’ Negligence did
lefs, than for the Timie and Mopey ought to
have been done; and thro’ Ignorance; mifap-
plied great Part of . what® was done. But
fince Gilbert was left to himfelf, the moft fe-
vere Iofpe@or cannot charge bim with the
Lofs of a fingle Day, nor the Mifapplication
of one Shilling. Others had all the Hclp;

an
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and Encouragements they could defire; yet
the Work went on heavily in their Hands.
Gilbzrt had all che Difficulties and Obftru&ions
thrown in his Way, thata Thing of this Na-
ture can poffibly be clog’d with, and yet he
difpatched more intwo Years than the reft had
done in ten. Now Sir, you know. to fave
Time, in this Cafe, 1sthe gmc as to fave Mo-
ney. But the Nation faved Money by em-
Rl{oying'him, not only thus, but by two other
eans; Firft bythe grcatFr,ugality h'e‘{h"e,wcd
‘n the Management of every Thing commiit-
ted to his Care, which will fully appear in
due Time to thofe whofe Bdﬁucé it may be,
or whofe Curiofity may prompt them, to ex-
amine into his Condu&; and in the next Place
by the fmallnefs of the Salary, for which his
eminent Skill and indefatigable Isabours have
been purchafed. Hard Cafe! that Ignorance,
and ‘Selfithnefls fhould ‘be fo bountifully en-
couraged, as publick Virtues; and, that he
who labours fgr his Country, . asif it were for
himfelf, fhould not find his prefent Account
in his Integrity. No wonder a Country fhould
be poor and wretched! in which thisisbotha
juft and a general Complaint. 5
There was another very wrong Step taken
by Steers, at the lower End of the Canal next
the Sea: He fixed a Lock oppofite to the Quay
of Newry, and difcharged the Water of the
Canal dire@ly acrofs the Channel of Newry-
River, to the great Obftrution of the faid
; B Chanae!l
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there 1c and mufr be zlways § Foot of ‘Water,
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Hence it comer to pafs that no Coals can pafs

beiow Lew:s, uniele at Spring Tides. And
wiat makes the Cafe ftill worie, the Channel
of Newry is notoniv verythallow, butnarrow
an¢ winding all the Way from Newry to the
aeep Water.. Without having the leaft Re-
gard to this, Steers neithertook Care to carry
the Canal te 2 Place where the Water in the
natural Channel was deep enough to receive
e Boats, nor to ﬁni:andp open the faid Chan-
n:l inaright Line, zsif he intended only to
fupply Newry with Cozls.  The Truth: is Sir,
hic Scheme was to ruin the whole Defign. He
was no Irifomern. The Expence of what he
did 1is as bad asloft, 2nd as much more muft
be fu_r‘lk_'bgﬁdcs, e’er the Ends propofed bl

this greae Work, can be effeCtually aniwere
It is true Boats may, for the moft Part, pafs
the aforefaid Obftru&tion in the dead of Win-
ter ; ’bu} then it is as dangerous failing on: Lough
ﬂcﬁgb_xp Winter Time, as on'the open Sea.
How the narrow Boats, which can pafs a
Lock of 15 Foot in° Width, will" be able to
weather fuch a Paffage I leave you to judge.
Thus Sir we have been ferved for trufting
to a Foreigner of little Skill, and probably
refolved to deceive us, rather than to 2n ho-
neft and skillful Countryman of our own.
For my own Part, I can {carce fpeak of the
" Thing
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courageSkiliand Induftry of our own Growtt.

Tho’ the Canpal is now navigable, yet it
will prove 2 very imperfe& Navigation, if
the River of Vewry be not opened, if fome
Sand-banks in Lough Neagh be not removec,
ard the Canal carried from the further Side of
that Laketo the Cole-pits.

Thefe Difficulties fti1ll remain. Mr. Gilbers,
by his great Skill, and indefatigable Appli-
cation has furmounted all the reft, tho’ an
Obftru&ion that coft him fix Weeks in the
Middle of laft Summer, lay in his Way,

The Town of Newry, who arebelt Judges
of his Merit in this publick Service, are {o
{enfible of his Integrity and Abilities in con-
dulting i, that they are prcparcd,.upqn;bis
arrival withCoal, to prefent him with a Piece
of Plate of confiderable Value, on which is
engraved his Creft, and this Motto, #ibi fols,
by which it appears, they afcribe-the Honour
of the Work to him alone. It is to be hoped
the City of Dublin will. demonftrate a like
fenfe of Gratitude, proportionable: to the
greater Benefits they are to dérive from his
Labours. Such Men cught not to”go unre-
warded, nor fuch Services unencouraged, and
the rather, as the Kingdom has 2 good deal
more of this Sort of Work to do. He isno
Talker, nor Boafter ; but 3 Doer: And there-
fore it were to be wifhed . that fuch Perfons as

you
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you Sir, would be fo kind to him, or racher
to our poor Country, as to fay for him, what
he can’t fo handfomely fay for himfelf.
This, Sir, -is all sheInformation that I, or
any Body elfe, can give you upon this Subjeét.
~ But before I conclude, I mutfttell you, that
unlefs fome Encouragementsare givento chofe
who raife and carry the Coals to Dubd/in, the
Englifb Coals ma;' be-afforded cheaperin that
City, than the Iri/b. The Carriage of the
latter wiil be long, windingand dangerous;
there will be two different Kinds of Naviga-
tion neceffary, and at leaft one loading and
unloading by the Way, which the Englip
Coals are not fubje to. If, to counterbal-
lance thefe Charges, the Undertakers atthe
Pits were allowed thofe Felons, whom we
have hitherto tranfported to the' American
Plantations, and if a {mall Przmiam in the
Tun were given to “thofe who fell the Irih
Coals in Dublin, out of the Fund which car-
ried on the Canal, ‘the Trade on this valuable
Iriflb Commodity would be fecured to us, and
all the good Ends propofed by the Canal,
effe@ually anfwered.

Lam; Sir,
with all imaginable Refpe(?,
Your me Humble, and
moft Oéedﬁé}zt Servant,

Hvy»aigoacys.



